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- THe MAILING DATS of this con,n.unio.t<on .p.^rs on tH. cover sHeet ^ItH tH. cojpon^onoe J 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE r Mr.MXLj,c, Tn^. 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION ^ONTHIS) FROM 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 1 t„ 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date'of thircoLunSation ^ ^^^'^ ^« '"^^ 

" Se?ed S'er^''^'"' '^'^^^ '^°» ^ -P'v within the statutory minimum of thirty ,30, days will 

" " 'cL^rnlcll?'^ " — period will apply and wil, expire SIX (6, MONTHS from the mailing date of thi^ 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 7oSb, ^ communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status 

1 ) □ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 
2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) ^ This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims 

4)K Claim(s) 7-67 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 

5) 0 Ciaim(s) 

6) n Claim (s) 

7) 0 Claim (s) 

8) S1 Claims 7-67 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



Application Papers 
9)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



1 0)0 The drawingis) filed on 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on 



is/are objected to by the Examiner. 



1 2)0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 



. is: a)n approved b)^ disapproved. 



Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) 
alD All bin Some* cjD None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

3. □ copies -SroSo^^^^r^^ in thi; National Stage 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 

14) U Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

Attachment(s) 

1 51 O Notice of Rsfarences Cited (PTO-8921 

161 □ Notica of DraHsparson s Patent Drawing Review (PT0.948I 
171 □ Infomiation Disclosure Statem6nt(s) (PTO mS) Paper No(s). 



1 81 □ Interview SiBnmaiy (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

1 9) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

20) □ Other: 



U. S. Pateni and Trademartt Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 6 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restriction 

1 Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 
I. Claims 1-22, drawn to an apparatus, classified in class 118, subclass 719. 
n. Claims 23-61, drawn to a method, classified in class 427, subclass 226. 
2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I and n are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The invamions are 
distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as clatmed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). m ,h,s case the apparatus as 
claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process such as etching. 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons »ven above and have acquired a 
separate status in the ari as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be exan^ned even though the requirement be traversed (37 
CFR 1.143). 

5. Applicant is reminded that upon .he cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorshtp must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one or more of the currently 
named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim rem.™ng in the application. Any 
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amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the 
fee required under 37 CFR 1. 17(1). 



should b^ditTed^'toTet Ph^ '""h '~u'''''' ''''''' «-cations from the examiner 
snouid be directed to Bret Chen whose telephone number is (703) 308-3809 The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 6:30 am to 5 00 pm 

It attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil the examiner's suoervi.or 
Shrive Beck, can be reached on r703^ 108 ti,^ u ^ "'c cxdimner s supervisor, 

305 5408 Arr^^Jr, ; a1 on c/uj; J08-2333. The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 
305-5408. Amendment After Finals should be faxed to (703) 305-3599 

should b?direTe7to1h?rr'' "^^"''^ ^^e status of this application or proceeding 

snouid be directed to the Group receptiomst whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 



be 

September 25, 2001 



